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A session of the Sailing Committee of the International Sailing Federation was 
held at 1000 on Tuesday 9 November 2004 at the Marriott Hotel, Copenhagen, 
Denmark.  
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Present:  

Cliff Norbury – Chairman Jan Dejmo 
Dina Kowalyshyn – Vice-Chairman Philippe Rogge 
Dick Batt Riccardo Simoneschi 
Aaron Botzer Georg Tallberg 
Olivier Bovyn David Cook 
  
Apologies:  
Michaela Ward  

 
Please refer to the ISAF Council minutes of 12-13 November 2004 for the final Council 
decision on all recommendations and opinions contained within these minutes. 
 
Before proceeding to the business of the meeting the Chairman reported Michaela Ward 
had sent her apologies for not attending.  The Committee members expressed their best 
wishes to Michaela on her recent marriage and move to Australia, and thanked her for her 
valuable contribution to the Committee. 
 

1. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

(a) Minutes 
The minutes were signed of the Sailing Committee meeting of 23-24 April 2004. 
There were no matters arising not covered elsewhere on this agenda. 
 

2. WORLD SAILING SPEED RECORD COUNCIL 
The Committee received a report by John Reed on the activities of the World 
Sailing Speed Record Council during the last year.  In particular he highlighted 
the around the world record of 58 days 9 hours set by Steve Fossett and his 
crew on the 125ft catamaran Cheyenne, the singlehanded around the world 



MINUTES - SAILING COMMITTEE (CONT). 

 Page 2 of 9 Last updated:  13-Dec-04 

record of 72 days 14 hours by Francis Joyon on the 90ft trimaran Idec and the 
24-Hour world record of 706.2nm by the 124ft catamaran Orange 2 (Bruno 
Peyron and crew). 
In addition to his written report John highlighted two areas of activity.  Kite-
powered craft have a long tradition in speed sailing, including a kite-powered 
Tornado catamaran in the 1980’s.  Kite-powered records are listed separately 
by the WSSRC however kite-powered craft have now achieved speeds of over 
40 knots and may soon exceed the outright sailing speed record. It was noted 
that the ISAF Executive Committee had previously declined to recognise a kite-
surfers association and guidance was sought on whether a kite-powered craft 
would be accepted as holding the outright sailing speed record. 
The Committee’s view was that a kite-powered craft should be entitled to hold 
the outright world sailing speed record whilst noting the safety concerns. 
The recording of National records was a new development, though the 
Committee felt that nationality criteria would need to be clarified.        

 
3. SELECTION OF EQUIPMENT FOR THE 2008 OLYMPIC REGATTA 

(a) Submission 100-04 
The committee noted submission 100-04 from the Chairman of the Sailing 
Committee about avoiding expensive development in measurement controlled 
equipment.  Discussion included that we do not know accurately what the 
manufacturing tolerances of the boats are, that development should be 
permitted, and that not all classes should be treated the same. 
Recommendation 
After debate the Sailing Committee Chairman withdrew the submission since no 
clear view had emerged within the committee. 
 

(b) Submission 100A-04 
The committee noted submission 100a-04 from the President about cost 
control. 
Recommendation 
The Sailing Committee opinion is to support the submission and proposed that it 
should be referred to the new Equipment Committee to work with the relevant 
classes on an urgent basis. 

 
(c) Submission 056-04 

The Committee noted submission 056-04 regarding the selection of only 
construction controlled – “buy and race” boats. 
Recommendation 
The Sailing Committee opinion is to support the objectives of the submission, 
but suggested that it be deferred for consideration in 2005 for application to 
2012 equipment.  
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(d) Class Applications  
The committee noted that the Mid-Year June 2004 Council meeting confirmed 
the equipment list to be chosen for the events of the 2008 Olympic Sailing 
Regatta.  The committee received the report by the Joint Working Party of the 
Events and Sailing Committee regarding the relative suitability of the equipment 
options for the 2008 Olympic Regatta 
 
(i) Multihull 

It was noted that the Tornado was the only valid candidate. 
  

(ii) Women’s Keelboat 
The Committee gave their unanimous support to the Yngling. 
  

(iii) Men’s Keelboat 
Dick Batt highlighted that the Keel Boat Committee’s view was that the 
report did not give sufficient emphasis to the additional teamwork skills 
required by a three-man keelboat.  
The Committee accepted (with an abstention by Georg Tallberg) the 
reports conclusions that all three options Star, Soling, Yngling are suitable 
Olympic equipment. 
 

(iv) Double-Handed Dinghy Open 
The Committee gave their unanimous support to the 49er. 
 

(v) Double-Handed Dinghy Women 
The Committee gave their unanimous support to the 470. 
 

(vi) Double-Handed Dinghy Men 
The Committee gave their unanimous support to the 470. 
 

(vii) Single-Handed Dinghy Men 
The Committee gave their unanimous support to the Laser. 
 

(viii) Single-Handed Dinghy Open 
The Committee gave their unanimous support to the Finn but expressed 
their concern at the event designation name of “open”. 
 

(ix) Single-Handed Dinghy Women 
The Committee unanimously agreed (Georg Tallberg abstaining) with the 
working party conclusions that there were no compelling reasons to select 
the Flash or Zoom 8 and that the relatively untried Byte II would be a 
more risky choice than the Europe or Laser Radial.   
The Committee highlighted that the choice between the Laser Radial and 
the Europe was in essence, the greater promotional aspect of the Laser 
Radial against the more technically satisfying Europe dinghy which covers 
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a wider crew weight range.  
 

(x) Windsurfing Men and Women 
Submissions 054 and 055 were noted. Rich Jefferies as chairman of the 
Windsurfing Evaluation Team presented the report of the final evaluation 
event held in the UK in late September.  The Neil Pryde RS:X was the 
recommended choice for the 2008 Olympic Regatta. It was noted that the 
rigs will need further development but when the rig design is frozen it will 
be single source manufacture controlled.  Boards and More 
representatives spoke on behalf of the current IMCO one design board 
and circulated a revised price list.  
On a vote of 8 in favour and 2 abstentions the Sailing committee 
recommended the Neil Pryde RS:X.    
 

(xi) Submission 057-04 from the Royal Netherlands Yachting Union regarding 
keelboats was not discussed.  

(iv) The continued measurement of Yngling Gyradius was not addressed and 
is deferred to the new Equipment Committee. 
 

(v) The Committee received a paper on electronic hull measurement by 
Dina Kowalyshyn.  The paper highlighted the work already undertaken 
including the Laser Tracker measurement of all the Ynglings at the 2004 
Olympic regatta, measurement of 49ers from different builders and of a 
470.  Tasks identified included : 
- Developing standard procedures for comparing/inspecting shapes 
- Fundamental Measurement of Manufacture controlled classes 
- Fundamental Measurement of Measurement controlled classes 
- Standards for Regattas use of Electronic Measurement 
  
It was suggested that a working party progress the work and that it be 
chaired by Dina Kowalyshyn and include Jason Smithwick, Andrew 
Williams and Fred Kats. 

 

 

4. APPLICATIONS FOR ISAF STATUS 

(a) Topcat K1 
The Committee received submission 104-04 from Topcat Class Association. 
Recommendation 
The Sailing Committee recommends that in accordance with Regulation 26.4  
the Topcat K1 be granted provisional status. 

(b) Hobie Dragoon  
The committee received a report from the Hobie Dragoon World 
Championship. It was recommended that the Hobie Dragoon be granted ISAF 
recognised status. 
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(c) Nacra F18 
An update from the Nacra F18 Class was received it was noted that a 
provisional World Championship had not yet been held. The provisional 
status remains for review after the 2005 Worlds.  

(d) Formula Experience 
The committee received an update from the Formula Experience Class. It 
was recommended that the Formula Experience be granted ISAF recognised 
status.  

 
(e) Zoom 8 – Submission 104A-04 

It was noted that there are now 20 boats actively racing in Antigua and 
Uzbekistan (which in addition to the previously documented activity in Europe) 
satisfies the Regulation 26 requirement for three continents. 
Recommendation 
The Sailing Committee recommends that the Zoom 8 be upgraded to ISAF 
International status. 
 

5. YOUTH WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 

(a) Submission 062-04 – Laser Radial for Boys, Laser 4.7 for girls 
The Committee noted submission 062-04 from Icelandic Sailing Association. 
Recommendation 
Regulation 17.2.10 - Youth Sailing World Championship - The Sailing 
Committee opinion is to reject the submission as it reduces options to the 
organisers. 

(b) Youth Multihull Evaluation 
(i) The Committee received an update and noted that the short-listed five 

designs from the Evaluation Event in October 2003 had been reduced 
down to two designs, Hobie Max and SL16.  The intention is continue 
discussions with both groups before making a recommendation to the 
Mid-Year Council meeting in May 2005.    

 

6. TECHNICAL COMMITTEE STRUCTURE 

(a) June 2004 Council Minute  
(i) The committee noted the June 2004 Council Minute regarding re-

organisation of Technical Committees.   
The Committee stressed that the re-structuring was done on the basis of 
strengthening the ISAF Technical resource which is a fundamental 
priority.  
 

(b) Submission 020-04  
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The committee noted submission 020-04 from the Executive Committee that the 
Windsurfing Committee becomes a sub-committee of Equipment Committee.  It 
was agreed that the Class Rule changes of Windsurfing Classes should be 
dealt with by the Class Rules Committee. 
Recommendation 
 
The Sailing Committee opinion is to reject the submission.  The Windsurfing 
Committee should continue to report to Council as a separate discipline.   
 

7. WINDSURFING 

(a) Submission 341-04 Mistral IMCO One Design 
The committee received a submission to rename the Class “International 
Windsurfing One Design” 
Recommendation 
The Sailing Committee opinion is to reject the submission since it would imply 
that the Mistral is the only International Windsurfing One Design. 

(b) Submission 342-04 Mistral Junior One Design 
Recommendation 
The Sailing Committee opinion is to reject the submission since it would imply 
that the Mistral Junior is the only Junior International Windsurfing One Design. 

 
(c) Submission 343-04 Raceboard Class 

It was noted that in additional to dimension changes in the class rules, only 
productions boards would be covered by the Raceboard rules in future. 

(d) Submission 102-04 – Equipment for Junior Windsurfing Events 
The committee received submission 102-04 from the Royal Yachting 
Association 
Recommendation 
The Sailing Committee opinion is to support the submission. 
 

(e) Submission 103-04 – Adoption of new equipment and new name for Aloha 
Class 
The committee received submission 103-04 from the Aloha Class 
Recommendation 
The Sailing Committee recommend approval of the class rule changes 
incorporating the Bic Techno 293D on the basis of adequate worldwide 
distribution but do not support the change of name from ‘Aloha’ to ‘Under 15 
Windsurfing Class’. 

8. INTERNATIONAL RATING SYSTEM APPLICATION 

(a) Submission 026-04 
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The committee noted the application from ORC Club. 
Recommendation  
The Sailing Committee opinion is to reject the submission.  If the submission is 
approved, ORC Club should not hold a World Championship as this rule does 
not guarantee to give equal ratings in each nation.   

9. OFFSHORE WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

(a) Submission 027-04 
The committee noted submission 027-04 to replace ILC25 and IMS 30 with 
ORC Sportsboat and IMS 670. 
Recommendation 
Regulation 18 – IMS World Championships - The Sailing Committee opinion is 
to reject the submission to permit ‘ORC Sportsboat’ a World Championship as 
not enough information on the definition of the class was supplied. 
 

(b) Submission 028-04 
The committee noted submission 028-04 regarding the Offshore Team World 
Championship.  Riccardo Simmoneschi expressed his concern at the 
management of the event held in 2004 . There was a view that the ISAF Team 
Racing Rules should not be used for different sized boats racing on corrected 
time.  
 
Recommendation  
Regulation 18 – Offshore Team World Championships - The Sailing Committee 
opinion is to reject the submission, as the Offshore Team World Championships 
should be an ISAF event. The use of the RRS Team Racing Rules was 
considered inappropriate for yachts racing on corrected time.  
 

10. EMPIRICAL HANDICAP SYSTEMS 

(a) Submission 022-04 -Terms of reference 
The committee noted submission 022-04 from the Chairman of the Offshore 
Committee. It was recommended that the term “empirical” should be defined in 
the terms of reference. 

(b) Submission 029-04 – Standard parameters and notations 
The committee noted submission 029-04 from the Norwegian Sailing Federation 
and supported the principle of the concept. 

(c) Submission 030-04 – Recognised Empirical Handicap Systems 
The committee noted submission 030-04 from the Norwegian Sailing 
Federation. 

11. SAFETY 

(a) Submission 031-04 – Special Regs 4.22.1(a) Lifesling - Appendix D  
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The committee noted submission 031-04 from the Chairman of the Offshore 
Committee.  

(b) Quick release trapeze harness 
The committee noted Council June 2004 Minute 6(ll) and the text of 
the new RRS 2005-2008 and the wording of 40.2 which states: “ 
40.2 A trapeze or hiking harness shall have a device that can 
quickly release the competitor from the boat at any time while in 
use. “   
The committee were surprised to see the new RRS text appear and 
consider that it was not a logical reaction to the Mid-Year 2004 
Sailing Committee minute.  Whilst recognising the safety needs 
there was concern over the intention of the wording. It was 
recommended that a working party be formed with the Racing 
Rules Committee to review the wording which would be effective 1 
January 2006. 
 

12. RACING RULES 

(a) Submission 090-04 – RRS versions for windsurfing, radio sailing etc  
The committee noted submission 090-04 from Windsurfing Classes. 

(b) Submission 093-04 – RRS 42.2 Propulsion – standard switch on/off wording 
The committee noted submission 093-04 from the Executive Committee. 
Recommendation 
The Sailing Committee opinion is to support the standardisation of RRS 42.2 
race signals but to continue to accept class-specific variations in the crewing 
techniques and wind speed thresholds.  
 

(c) Submission 094-04 – RRS 42.2 Propulsion 
The committee noted submission 094-04 from the Royal Spanish Sailing 
Federation. The Committee did not support the submission as a single wind 
speed was inappropriate and would damage the skills of light-wind sailing. 

13. CLASS RULES 

(a) Submission 105-04 – 420 Class – Propulsion 
The committee noted submission 105-04 from the 420 Class.   David Cook 
reported that the Racing Rules Committee had made some amendments to the 
wording for the 420 Class Rules. 
. 

14. REGULATION 26 – ISAF CLASSES 

(a) Revised Regulation 26 
The committee received the revised draft from the Constitution 
Committee and noted that changes would be needed in respect of 
the new class rule change procedure.  
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15. INTERNATIONAL MEASURERS  

(a) International Equipment Judges. 
The Committee received a proposal from the Chairman to rename International 
Measurers as International Equipment Judges.  The paper highlighted that 
measurers have to make subjective judgements.  
In discussion it was felt that certification measurers should not be required to 
make personal judgements as these should be referred to the certification 
authority. It was agreed to recommend that the Equipment Control Committee 
and International Measurers sub-committee work with the International Judges 
sub-committee on how event measurers can be better supported in front of 
juries. 
  

16. ANNUAL REPORT 
The committee noted that  a draft report from the Committee Chairman covering the 
period 1 January 2004 to 31 December 2004 will be prepared. 
 

17. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

(a) 470 Class Rules 
David Cook noted that since the meeting of the Centreboard Boat Committee 
on Sunday, the 470 Class had approved the re-formatted Class rules, He 
recommended that this should be processed quickly under the Rolling agenda 
system for implementation on 1 March 2005. The intention was not to make any 
changes to the essence of the rules and he suggested that any interpretations 
made in the first year should consider the pre-2005 text.   

(b) 2008 Olympic regatta venue 
Concern was raised at the anticipated sailing conditions in Quingdao and it was 
questioned whether a venue change was still possible. 

(c) Class Constitutions 
It was noted that the Chairman of the Constitution Committee had approved 
amendments to the Farr 40 and Byte Class constitutions. 

 
The Chairman, on his retirement, was given a vote of thanks for his passionate 
devotion to the sport . 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 1758. 


